ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES LABELING

WHEREAS,
Alcoholic beverages are the only major category of consumable products not required to carry label information summarizing even the most basic characteristic of the product, yet characteristic information is required on all other consumable products from foods and beverages to over-the-counter drugs; and

WHEREAS,
Despite serious problems with underage drinking, binge drinking, drunk driving, obesity and other diseases attributable to excessive alcohol intake, American consumers cannot easily track the amount of alcohol and calories in any alcoholic beverage; and

WHEREAS,
It has been more than five years since the National Consumers League, the Center for Science in the Public Interest, the Consumer Federation of America and 75 other organizations petitioned the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) to require an easy-to-read, standardized “Alcohol Facts” label, similar to the popular “Nutritional Facts” labels on foods and non-alcoholic beverages; and

WHEREAS,
The TTB, an agency of the US Treasury Department has delayed in implementing a policy to require manufacturers of alcoholic beverages to provide standardized “Alcohol Facts” on all labels to include: alcohol content per serving, calories per serving, serving size, number of servings per container, allergen information, the definition of a “standard drink”, and the Dietary Guidelines recommendation on alcohol consumption, thus giving consumers basic information needed to make informed purchasing decisions; therefore

RESOLVED, 
That the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC, an organization of approximately 10,500 concerned women, in Convention assembled, May 2009, strongly urges the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau to implement a policy to require proper labeling on all alcoholic beverage products to include information as to alcohol content and calories per serving, serving size, number of servings per container, allergen information and the definition of a ‘standard drink’, as well as the Dietary Guidelines recommendations on alcohol consumption; and


RESOLVED, 
That copies of this Resolution be forwarded to Barack Obama, President of the United States of America; Timothy F. Geithner, Secretary of the Treasury; Linda Golonder, President, and Sally Greenburg, Executive Director of National Consumers League; Barbara Moore, Ph.D., President and CEO of Shape Up America!; Christopher Waldrop, Director, Food Policy Institute of Consumer Federation of America; John J. Manfreda, Administrator US  Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, George Hacker, Director, Alcohol Policies Project  of Center for Science in the Public Interest; GFWC Public Policy Director; GFWC Public Policy Chairman; and GFWC Resolutions Chairman.
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BAN ON PHTHALATES AND BISPHENOL A IN FOOD CONTAINERS, TOYS AND CHILD CARE ARTICLES

WHEREAS,
Phthalates and bisphenol A are hazardous toxins that can have adverse effects on humans and animals and are found in many plastics, food and drink packaging, baby bottles, teething devices, toys and other child care articles, and children and babies are exposed to these products on a regular basis; and 

WHEREAS,
In 2007, researchers who conducted a study within the United States Department of Health and Human Services found their greatest concern about the hazards of exposure to bisphenol A was the possible neural and behavioral effects in developing fetuses and young children; and

WHEREAS,
The United States Environmental Protection Agency classifies bis (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate as a Group B2 probable human carcinogen and added diisononyl phthalate (DINP) to the list of toxic chemicals subject to reporting requirements, based upon the carcinogenicity of DINP and liver, kidney, and developmental toxicity; and

WHEREAS,
A number of states have introduced legislation banning the sale, manufacturing and distribution of toys, child care articles, baby bottles, and food containers made with phthalates or bisphenol A, but federal legislation is needed to create a national standard for manufacturers and distributors; therefore

RESOLVED,
That the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC, an organization of approximately 10,500 concerned women, in Convention assembled, May 2009, strongly urges the United States Congress to enact legislation banning phthalates and bisphenol A in food containers, toys and child care articles; and

RESOLVED,
That copies of this resolution be sent to Barack Obama, President of the United States of America; Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Vice-President of the United States of America and President of the United States Senate; Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Harry Reid, Senate Majority Leader; Mitch McConnell, Senate Minority Leader; Steny Hoyer, House of Representatives Majority Leader; John Boehner, House of Representatives Minority Leader; Members of the New Jersey Congressional delegation; GFWC Public Policy Director; GFWC Public Policy Chairman; and GFWC Resolutions Chairman.
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INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR

       AUTISM THERAPIES
WHEREAS,  
Autism is a pervasive developmental disorder affecting the social, learning and behavioral skills of those affected by it, and;

WHEREAS, 
As more and more health professionals become proficient in diagnosing autism, more children are being diagnosed on the autism spectrum, resulting in rates as high as 1 in 150 children nationally and 1 in 94 in New Jersey, and;

WHEREAS, 
While there is no cure for autism, it is well-documented that if individuals with autism receive treatment early in their lives, it often is possible for those individuals to lead significantly improved lives, and;

WHEREAS, 
A diagnosis of autism includes Autistic Disorder, Childhood Disintegrative Disorder, Asperger’s Disorder, Pervasive Developmental Disorder- Not Otherwise Specified or Rhett’s Syndrome; therefore

RESOLVED, 
That the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC, an organization of approximately 10,500 concerned women, in Convention assembled, May 2009, strongly urges the New Jersey Legislature to approve S1651  and A2238, which would, upon a diagnosis of autism, require health insurers to provide health benefits coverage for expenses incurred for physical therapy, speech therapy, occupational therapy and evidence-based behavioral interventions when prescribed as medically necessary by the covered person’s physician; and  

RESOLVED, 
That this Resolution be sent to Jon S. Corzine, Governor of the State of New Jersey; Richard J. Codey, New Jersey Senate President; Stephen M. Sweeney, New Jersey Senate Majority Leader; Thomas H. Kean, Jr., New Jersey Senate Minority Leader; State Senators Joseph F. Vitale and Loretta Weinberg, sponsors of S1651;  Joseph J. Roberts, Speaker of the Assembly and sponsor of A2238; Bonnie Watson, Assembly Majority Leader; Alex DeCroce, Assembly Minority Leader; State Assemblymen Vincent Prieto and State Assemblywoman Joan Voss, sponsors of A2238; Linda Meyers, Autism NJ Executive Director; GFWC Public Policy Director; GFWC Public Policy Chairman; and GFWC Resolutions Chairman.
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IRS CHARITABLE MILEAGE RATE INCREASE
WHEREAS, 
The IRS recently increased the Standard Business Mileage Rate, the amount that businesses and individuals can claim as a deduction for income tax purposes, to 58.5 cents per mile; and

WHEREAS,
The Charitable Mileage Rate, the amount that volunteers who use their personal vehicles to perform community service for charitable purposes, can claim as a deduction for income tax purposes, remains at 14 cents per mile and has not increased in over a decade; and

WHEREAS,
The Charitable Mileage Rate is fixed by law, but the Standard Business Mileage Rate is variable, changing every year; and

WHEREAS,
The current economic climate is creating an increased demand for charitable services at the same time that volunteers are finding it increasingly difficult to afford to provide those vital services;  therefore

RESOLVED,
That the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC, an organization of approximately 10,500 concerned women, in Convention assembled, May 2009, strongly urges Congress to approve the passage of HR 345 which would amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the standard mileage rate for charitable purposes to the standard mileage rate established by the Secretary of the Treasury for business purposes; and 

RESOLVED, 
That copies of this Resolution be forwarded to Barack Obama, President of the United States of America; Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Timothy F. Geithner, Secretary of the Treasury; Representative Todd Russell Platts, sponsor of HR 345; Representative Thomas E. Petri, cosponsor of HR 345; Steny Hoyer, House of Representatives Majority Leader; John Boehner, House of Representatives Minority Leader; William F. Cronk, President, Boy Scouts of America; Kathy Cloninger, Chief Executive Officer, Girl Scouts of the USA; Linda M Czipo, Executive Director, The New Jersey Center for Non-Profits; GFWC Public Policy Director; GFWC Public Policy Chairman; and GFWC Resolutions Chairman.
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NEW JERSEY ADULTS WITH AUTISM

      TASK FORCE

WHEREAS, 
Autism spectrum disorders are neurological disorders that cause mild to severe social, communication and other impairments in an individual and generally appear during the first three years of life and continue over a lifetime, resulting in significant and long-term emotional and financial distress to both the autistic individual and the family members who care for that person; and

WHEREAS,
According to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), one of every 94 children in the State of New Jersey has autism, which is the highest rate among the states examined by the CDC in the most comprehensive study of the prevalence of autism to date; and

WHEREAS, 
The State of New Jersey lacks a proactive strategy to meet the needs of an increasing number of adults with autism due to an adult service system that is highly fragmented and confusing to families and consumers which limits their decision-making capabilities; and
WHEREAS, 
The State of New Jersey has established an Adults with Autism Task Force to study and evaluate the needs of adults with autism in New Jersey and make recommendations relating to those needs; therefore

RESOLVED, 
That the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC, an organization of approximately 10,500 concerned women, in Convention assembled, May 2009, supports the work of the New Jersey Adults with Autism Task Force to increase awareness of the needs of adults with autism and to recommend a comprehensive plan for meeting their needs, specifically in the areas of health care, employment and housing options; and 

RESOLVED, 
That this Resolution be sent to Jon S. Corzine, Governor of the State of New Jersey; Richard J. Codey, New Jersey Senate President; Stephen M. Sweeney, New Jersey Senate Majority Leader; Thomas H. Kean, Jr., New Jersey Senate Minority Leader;  Joseph J. Roberts,Jr. Speaker of the Assembly; Bonnie Watson, Assembly Majority Leader; Alex DeCroce, Assembly Minority Leader; Deborah Cohen, Chairman, New Jersey Adults with Autism Task Force; Mark Roithmayr, President Autism Speaks;  Linda Meyers, Autism NJ Executive Director; GFWC Public Policy Director; GFWC Public Policy Chairman; and GFWC Resolutions Chairman.
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OBESITY IN CHILDREN
WHEREAS,
In the United States, 13% of children aged 6 to 11 years and 14% of adolescents aged 12 to 19 years are overweight and these figures have nearly tripled for adolescents in the past 2 decades causing risk factors for heart disease, and other related health issues; and

WHEREAS,
Type 2 diabetes, previously considered an adult disease, has increased dramatically in children and adolescents, and the most immediate consequence of being overweight as perceived by the children themselves is social discrimination, which is associated with poor self-esteem and depression; and


WHEREAS,
Obesity in children and adolescents is generally caused by a lack of physical activity due to a sedentary lifestyle as well as by unhealthy eating patterns,  with genetics and lifestyle both playing roles in determining a child’s weight; therefore  

RESOLVED,
That the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC, an organization of approximately 10,500 concerned women, in Convention assembled, May, 2009, strongly urges the Congress to create a study commission to address the issues of obesity in children, to increase awareness of the problem, and to recommend a plan of action for childhood obesity prevention; and

RESOLVED,
That copies of this Resolution be forwarded to Barack Obama, President of the United States of America; Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Vice President of the United States of America and President of the United States Senate; Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Harry Reid, Senate Majority Leader; Mitch McConnell, Senate Minority Leader; New Jersey Congressional Delegation; Steny Hoyer, House of Representatives Majority Leader; John Boehner, House of Representatives Minority Leader; New Jersey Congressional Delegation; Arne Duncan, Secretary, US Department of Education; Secretary, US Department of Health and Human Services; Nancy H. Nielsen, MD, PhD, President, American Medical Association; Dennis Van Roekel, President, National Education Association; Jan Domene, President National PTA; William F. Cronk, President, Boy Scouts of America; Kathy Cloninger, Chief Executive Officer, Girl Scouts of the USA;  Joyce R. Powell, President NJ Education Association; GFWC Public Policy Director; GFWC Public Policy Chairman; and GFWC Resolutions Chairman.
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EMERGENCY RESOLUTION

SAFE HIGHWAYS AND INFRASTRUCTURE PRESERVATION ACT (SHIPA)

WHEREAS, 
There are proposals to include increases in the size and weight of commercial motor vehicles, including triple-trailer trucks, in legislation reauthorizing federal transportation funding, which will be considered in the United States Congress in 2009; and 

WHEREAS, 
Bigger trucks compromise safety;  they have longer stopping distances, reduced margins of safe maneuverability at high speeds, more loss-of-control crashes, and increased risk of rollovers; and

WHEREAS, 
Heavy trucks are overwhelmingly responsible for highway deterioration, with a single traversal by a legal 80,000 pound tractor-trailer truck causing as much damage to road pavement as 9,600 cars; and

WHEREAS, 
Bigger trucks increase the risk of bridge failure and accelerate bridge deterioration in a situation where the 2007 National Bridge Inventory has already classified 23,309 of the 116,145 bridges of the National Highway System (over 20%) as structurally deficient or structurally obsolete, including 2,200 bridges in New Jersey; therefore

RESOLVED, 
That the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC, an organization of approximately 10,500 concerned women, in Convention assembled, May 2009, strongly urges the United States Congress to approve HR 1618 which would amend titles 23 and 49, United States Code, to protect roads and bridges by capping the length of truck trailers, freezing the weights of trucks traveling on the National Highway System, and extending the existing freeze on interstate operations of longer combination vehicles to the entire National Highway System; and

RESOLVED, 
That copies of this Resolution be forwarded to Barack Obama, President of the United States of America; Raymond L. LaHood, Secretary, Department of Transportation; Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Steny Hoyer, House of Representatives Majority Leader; John Boehner, House of Representatives Minority Leader; Representative James P. McGovern, Sponsor of HR 161;  Members of the New Jersey State Congressional delegation; GFWC Public Policy Director; GFWC Public Policy Chairman; and GFWC Resolutions Chairman. 
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