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Fill the Ark – Week One

Sunday – donkey – In areas of Zimbabwe, where game hunting is now illegal, former hunting tribes use donkeys to till the soil and plant cotton, sorghum, millet and sunflower.  The farmers can often quadruple the amount of crops they grow as a result of donkey power. 

Do you grow any vegetables?  Add 25 cents for yes  50 cents for no

Monday – guinea pig – It’s amazing what a little animal can do. . .  The words describe the feelings of many HPI families, but especially those in Bolivia’s Guinea Pig Improvement project, whose animals are now two to three times the size of native guinea pigs.  Guineas provide much needed protein in a land unable to produce sufficient crops.

Add 5 cents for every vegetable your family ate today. None? 10 cents

Tuesday - Women in livestock development – Besides caring for the children and the home, rural women play an important role in caring for animals and crops.  HPI’s Women in Livestock Development (WILD) program trains women to raise livestock and make the best use of the land to feed their families.  More than 80 HPI projects focus specifically on training and empowering women. 

For every electrical appliance in your home add 5 cents.

Wednesday  - not a cup, but a cow – In the late 1930’s church educator and farmer Dan West joined a relief effort for Spanish Civil War refugees.  As he distributed powdered milk to mothers and children, he thought. “Why not send these people cows that can help them produce milk?”  Dan found supporters who donated HPI’s first three heifers: Faith, Hope and Charity, shipped with 15 others to Puerto Rico in 1944. 

 For every cup in your cupboard add 5 cents.

Thursday – pig – Called “living savings accounts,” pigs provide financial security, occasional meat, and valuable manure for fertilizer.  Some females can produce 10-12 piglets every six months, and families often pass on two piglets for everyone received.  Because pigs are easy to care for, children often tend them.

Add 25 cents for each bank account you have.  None? 15 cents.

Friday – chicken – It many have small beginnings, but a starter flock of chicks can mean big changes for a struggling family.  Chickens give protein-rich eggs and meat, and provide extra income for school fees and medical care.  The animals are inexpensive to raise, and multiply quickly; one flock is soon large enough to share!

Add 10 cents for each egg in your refrigerator.

Saturday – Passing on the gift – Each project recipient family enjoys the dignity of becoming a donor when the family “passes on the gift” of one or more of their animal’s offspring to a neighbor in need.  This chain of life reaches thousands of families, as animals continue to grow and multiply.

Add 25 cents for each family birthday this month.  None? 15 cents
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Fill the Ark – Week Two

Sunday – llama – Called  “gifts from God” in historic folklore, these hardy animals are experts at traveling rough, rocky areas.  Highly valued livestock in many Latin American countries, llamas can travel long distances carrying up to 100 pounds.  Their luxurious wool is used to make clothing, blankets, carpets and rope.

Llamas are pack animals.  Add 10 cents for each suitcase you own.

Monday – environment: trees – Loti and Lightness Sandilen grow potatoes and corn on a steep African hillside.  Heavy rain used to wash the soil down the slope, taking with it their crops.  Then Loti, recipient of an HPI dairy cow, learned to plant trees and elephant grass to keep the soil in place.  Before receiving their animal, project partners plant trees and grasses in environmentally sound ways.

Count your trees! 1-10, 25 cents. More than 10, 50cents, None? 15 cents

Tuesday – water buffalo – Living, breathing farm equipment, water buffalo can help a struggling family grow much more rice and other produce.  An elderly Chinese woman once said of her water buffalo, “To my family the buffalo is more important than I am.  When I die, they’ll weep for me, but if your buffalo dies, they may starve.”

For every garden tool in your home, add 5 cents. None? 10 cents 

Wednesday – rabbit – Rapid reproduction is why HPI rabbit projects succeed.  The 185 rabbits sent in 1985 to four families in China have resulted in about 800 rabbit farmers and 12,000 pass-on offspring.  Original recipient Tu Daping has donated nearly 300 breeding rabbits to his neighbors. “Kindness shown to the poor is an act of worship.”  Proverbs 14:31.

Add 25 cents for every lignin generation in your family.

Thursday –fertilizer – Straight from the “factory.”  One hundred percent cheaper than chemicals and purely organic, manure improves the soil and can dramatically increase a family’s garden production.  Compost made from manure holds moisture and prevents erosion.  Best of all, animals are “fertilizer factories” that provide this material free of charge!

Do you compost? Add 10 cents No?  Add 15 cents

Friday - yak – Yaks are the way of life for herders in Tibet.  These hearty, longhaired animals provide transportation, milk and meat for families as they move from winter to summer pastures on the Tibetan plateau.  Clothing and blankets made of yak hair provide insulation from cold winters.

For everyone in your family who needs a haircut, add 25 cents

Saturday – changing lives – The rarest gift you can give through HIP is hope.  Livestock and training build a foundation for self-reliance – often the first time families have had adequate nutrition and income.  Entire communities enjoy a spirit of teamwork and sharing, and the transformation is evident as people around the world help on another.

Thank you for giving families new hop as they learn to feed themselves and care for the earth.  Add your own Ark contributing today.
