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International Affairs

September & October
Welcome back!  I hope everyone enjoyed there summer.

For September and October I have three projects that I would love to promote.  All of these a great not only for your club but for your Juniorettes as well.

The first one is Pinwheels for Peace.  For those of you who are Brownie Leaders this great project is highlighted in your Journey Book.  Girl Scouts of all ages are invited to do this great project with your club.
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www.pinwheelsforpeace.com

imagine...  whirled peace!

In today’s world, peace needs to be more than just a word.

Imagine…  millions of pinwheels spinning in the wind – pinwheels in the United States, Great Britain, South America, Australia, the Middle East, Canada, Africa, Europe and Asia;  pinwheels all over the world! – big pinwheels, small pinwheels;  pinwheels of all  shapes and sizes – colorful pinwheels, decorated with drawings, paintings, collages, photographs  – pinwheels with words of peace and harmony written on them – fields of pinwheels, pinwheels along roadsides, in schoolyards, in parks, pinwheels EVERYWHERE! 

Please visit www.pinwheelsforopeace.com for free templates for your pinwheels.

Please join us on International Day of Peace, September 21st, as we create a visual public statement about peace!

To learn about International Day of Peace, visit Peace One Day and International Day of Peace.

[image: image4.jpg]



It’s that time again!!  Time to think about Trick or Treat for UNICEF.  At spring conference Jersey Juniors showed their support for [image: image5.jpg]Believe in zero. 25:680
p




This is UNICEF’s newest campaign.  As always the Jersey Juniors are behind UNICEF 100%.  When submitting your trick-or-treat for UNICEF funds please make sure to submit it to us with a green sheet.  This is very important.  Also please note that on-line donations do not count towards our donation totals.  Please look under UNICEF on our web site for trick-or-treat for UNICEF and Believe in zero ideas.
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Operation Christmas Child

National Collection Week

November 16 – 23

We have all heard the phrase “Christmas in July” but Christmas in September, that has to be a new one!  Operation Christmas Child is a perfect “Junior to Junior” project. Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations around the world through gift-filled shoeboxes. Since 1993, more than 61 million shoeboxes have been packed, shipped, and delivered across the globe.

The POWER of a SIMPLE GIFT!
“Seated in pairs at their desks, the Iraqi children wore a mixture of expressions as they patiently waited for the stack of colorful shoe boxes to be distributed throughout the small classroom.

Several students eyed the Operation Christmas Child gifts with suspicion, their arms folded tensely against their chests. A gradual smile spread across the face of a youngster in the front row as he accepted the plastic box handed to him and tried to take a peek at its contents.

That same questioning smile was repeated from one child to the next as the boxes were handed out. In a matter of moments, it was as if a wave of gladness had swept across the room.”
Every child around the world deserves to feel loved.  Often times I hear of clubs who do not want to participate in this wonderful project because it is religious based.  I will not lie to any club and tell them that religion does not play a part in this charities mission, for it does.  What I can tell you though is this; no child will ever be denied a shoebox because of their religious belief.  No child will be asked to accept a copy of the Gospel who does not want one.  These shoeboxes have one main purpose and that is to make every child feel loved.  When a child opens a gift from someone they don’t even know it teaches them that they are not alone.  It teaches them that some where in this great big world of ours that someone was thinking of them and wishing them well with out even knowing them.  When you visit www.samaritanspurse.org you will see instructions on how to pack your shoebox along with a list of suggested items.  You will also see a suggestion that says you may send a note or a picture of your club.  I am happy to say that one of our clubs who participated in this project last year received a note back from the child who received one of their boxes.

In order to have your boxes ready for collection week you might want to hold a “shoebox” party at the end of September so that it is finished before you start UNICEF.

Operation Christmas Child has become one of my favorite projects and I truly hope that all clubs will try to submit at least one box!

If you are looking for patches for Pinwheels for Peace or Operation Christmas Child please go to www.patchworkdesigns.net to order them.
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I wish everyone a happy fall and as always I am available at international@jerseyjuniors.org if anyone needs help getting a project off the ground, is looking for a speaker or if you just want to toss some project ideas around.  I look forward to hearing from you!

Linda Smolen – International Affairs

