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International February Bulletin

At your next meeting why not have hospitality wow your club with a Chinese menu.  February  is when China has not  a one day celebration but a week long celebration in honor of their New Year.  This year the celebration begins on February 14th and it is the year of the OX.

Find out your Chinese Zodiac:

Personality Traits of the Rat: 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008 

Charming, social, and quick witted, rats are happy and popular people. Rats are always on the go and find safety in numbers. Rats are detail oriented, hard working, and overambitious. They are able to accumulate wealth easily - and do not part with money as easily. You will make a good architect, salesperson, or campaign manager.

Personality Traits of the Ox: 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997,2009

Patient, determined, and easy going, you never miss a beat. The Ox person succeeds at their own merits. Hard working, logical, and tenacious, the ox can be trusted to get the job done. By nature, the ox is methodical, sticking to routines and tradition. The rigidity and militant style of the Ox often results in an unapproachable and intimidating personality. You will be happy as a tennis pro, surgeon, hair stylist, or rock climber.

Personality Traits of the Tiger: 1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998 ,2010 

Tigers are romantic, lovable, magnetic and independent. The tiger is an optimist. You are brave, kind, daring and full of feeling. You might be a race car driver, animal trainer, reporter, or soap opera star.

Personality Traits of the Rabbit: 1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999 

Rabbits are selfless, neat and tidy, and get along well with their brothers and sisters. Rabbits lead the good life and are the most fortunate of all animals. Rabbits live by the Golden Rule and wouldn't think of breaking it. You are well suited as a banker, lawyer, interior designer, or video-game player.

Personality Traits of the Dragon: 1952, 1964, 1976, 1988, 2000 

One of the most showy characters of the zodiac chart, you are imaginative, lucky, full of fun, and energetic. Dragons are the doers of the world. You don't sit around waiting for things to happen, you make things happen. You demand perfection from yourself and from others. You will make a good talk-show host, artist or diplomat.

Personality Traits of the Snake: 1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 2001 
Snakes are governed by their innate wisdom and intuition. Snake people think alot. Snake people are fast learners and will never make the same mistake twice. Snakes like the best things in life. Yin to the Dragon's Yang, you are mysterious, quiet, and a deep thinker and would be successful as a philosopher, fortune-teller or best friend.

Personality Traits of the Horse: 1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, 2002
A horse person loves freedom. You are cheerful, talkative, a hard worker, and a bit of a show off. Horses will compliment to get a compliment. You are headstrong, quickminded and don't tolerate those who are not "up to speed." Able to do ten things at once, the horse dislikes idleness. You will be best as an explorer, writer, or debutante.

Personality Traits of the Sheep: 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 2003 

You're a strong believer in what you do, gentle and loving, and very talented in the arts. The sheep is ultrasensitive, altruistic, and sincere. Sheep individuals follow the crowd and seldom lead. You will make a good author therapist or landscape architect.

Personality Traits of the Monkey: 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004 
You are very smart, have a lot of wonderful ideas, but are full of mischief. Like a baby learning a new skill, the monkey will clap in delight at learning a new skill. You'll perform it over and and over again until the skill is mastered. Monkeys are extremely competitive and need to do things better than anyone else. You will be good at everything you do, from magician to head of state.

Personality Traits of the Rooster: 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 2005 

You are neat as a pin, have lots of confidence, and would like everything to be perfect. You are brutally honest and candid. Roosters are proud animals that are detail oriented perfectionists. You will be happiest as a fashion model, actor, or world traveler.

Personality Traits of the Dog:  1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, 2006

Keeping an eye on everything, you are alert and dependable. Compatible, compromising, loyal, and unprejudiced, dogs are there when you need them. While you are usually a friendly, affectionate and kind individual, you will fight to the end for a cause you believe in. You're a person of high intelligence, but don't express your thoughts and feelings to others. You will be an excellent secret agent, psychiatrist, or librarian.

Personality Traits of the Pig: 1947, 1959, 1971, 1983, 1995, 2007
 You are happy, good-natured, outspoken, but a little too trusting. Pigs are the nicest people to know. A pig will remain your friend for life. You might do well as a craftsperson, art collector, or comedian.

This candy is said to bring good luck to those who eat it during Chinese New Year!

Chinese New Year Chocolate Candy

Ingredients

    * 2 cups semisweet chocolate chips

    * 2 cups butterscotch chips

    * 2 1/2 cups dry-roasted peanuts

    * 4 cups chow mein noodles

Directions

   1. Butter a 9x13 inch dish.

   2. Melt chocolate and butterscotch chips in the top of a double boiler over simmering water. Remove from heat and stir in peanuts. Stir in noodles until all is well coated. Press into prepared dish. Chill until set; cut into squares.

For more Chinese New Years recipes go to:  http://allrecipes.com//HowTo/Lunar-New-Year-2009/Detail.aspx
Book Suggestion of the Month:
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Synopsis

From the author of the #1 bestseller Three Cups of Tea, the continuing story of this determined humanitarian’s efforts to promote peace through education

In this dramatic first-person narrative, Greg Mortenson picks up where Three Cups of Tea left off in 2003, recounting his relentless, ongoing efforts to establish schools for girls in Afghanistan; his extensive work in Azad Kashmir and Pakistan after a massive earthquake hit the region in 2005; and the unique ways he has built relationships with Islamic clerics, militia commanders, and tribal leaders even as he was dodging shootouts with feuding Afghan warlords and surviving an eight-day armed abduction by the Taliban. He shares for the first time his broader vision to promote peace through education and literacy, as well as touching on military matters, Islam, and women—all woven together with the many rich personal stories of the people who have been involved in this remarkable two-decade humanitarian effort.

Since the 2006 publication of Three Cups of Tea, Mortenson has traveled across the U.S. and the world to share his vision with hundreds of thousands of people. He has met with heads of state, top military officials, and leading politicians who all seek his advice and insight. The continued phenomenal success of Three Cups of Tea proves that there is an eager and committed audience for Mortenson’s work and message.

Lastly I wish you all 
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 Blessings, Good Luck, Good Fortune
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Happiness
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 Prosperity

in the new year!

Linda Smolen, International Affairs  - international@jerseyjuniors.com

