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April International Affairs Bulletin

Spring is upon us and hopefully it brings us beautiful weather!  This month many exciting things are going on around the world.  In this bulletin you will find information on Heifer’s Pass the Gift, which is being celebrated this month.  International Children’s Book day is April 2nd and I have provided some great information on how to celebrate this great day.  Lastly, Happy Spring Holidays!  Whether your celebrate Easter, Passover or the Festival of Isis I have compiled traditions from around the world to help you’re your holidays some international flair.  

Celebrate Pass on the Gift Month

This coming April is Pass on the Gift Month, a new Heifer tradition meant to bring together everyone who yearns for positive change in the world.

Host an event, join Team Heifer, share Heifer's mission with your friends and family - get creative and participate in your own way! Around the world in April, people of all cultures will celebrate Heifer's model of Passing on the Gift by sharing resources and opportunity.

Each day in April, visit this site for exciting features, multimedia downloads and news updates.

Change your world. Pass on the Gift.  www.heifer.org
Host a Meal

Hold an international-themed dinner featuring foods from countries and regions where Heifer work. Decorate the room with displays and maps featuring information about what Heifer is doing around the world. Download the resource kit or order the full kit by calling (800) 422-0474. And don't forget to add your meal event to the worldwide Pass on the Gift map.

Sponsor a Heifer-theme at your book club in April

Suggest a book about the challenges of hunger, poverty or environmental issues for your book club to read during Pass on the Gift Month. Gather sponsors – friends, family, colleagues or even local businesses – to support your efforts and discussions. Donate to help families find solutions to the problems you read about.

Organize Chores for Change Challenge
Challenge your family, friends and colleagues to volunteer their time for an established hunger-fighting organization, like local soup kitchens or food banks. Ask each participant to recruit sponsors to pledge donations for time spent in volunteer activities. When your challenge ends, have participants collect the donations and send them to Heifer International to help fight hunger.

Coordinate a Dare-A-Thon

Have your friends ever dared you to do something fun and crazy? Do you think they’d like to?

Let your friends and family dare you to do something zany in exchange for a donation to Heifer International: shave your head/facial hair; take a pie to the face; or, in true Heifer spirit, kiss a pig! Let loose, put your friends’ money to good use and show your commitment to making the world a better place! Add your event to the worldwide Pass on the Gift map.

Help Others by Simplifying Your Life

Establish groups of families in your neighborhood to pool their salable items and hold a mass garage sale. Publicize the event and use the opportunity to “pass on the gift” of knowledge about hunger and poverty during the sale. Invite your local paper or TV crews to cover the giant neighborhood-wide event. And make sure that all your customers know that the proceeds are benefiting those in need here in the United States and around the world!

Organize a Casual Day at the Office
Convince your employer to hold a casual day or week at the office. Your colleagues pay to dress casually on the “Passing on the Gift Days” of your choice this April and you send the proceeds to benefit Heifer programs around the world! Add your event to the worldwide Pass on the Gift map.

Pass On the Gift of Pounds!

Collect dollars and cents to help those in need while shedding some extra “pounds.” Lose some weight while helping others create sustainable livelihoods. Ask friends, family and colleagues to sponsor your weight loss. For each pound lost, you’re raising funds to donate to Heifer’s mission to end hunger and poverty and care for the Earth!
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International Children's Book Day  
 www.ibby.org


April 2nd is International Children’s Book Day, a worldwide celebration aimed at inspiring a love of reading and calling attention to children’s books. This annual celebration was created by the International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) a non-profit whose very worthwhile mission is the following:

    - to promote international understanding through children’s books

    - to give children everywhere the opportunity to have access to books with high literary and artistic standards

    - to encourage the publication and distribution of quality children’s books, especially in developing countries

    - to provide support and training for those involved with children and children’s literature

    - to stimulate research and scholarly works in the field of children’s literature

Each year a different international chapter of IBBY hosts International Children’s Book Day. This year’s host country is Thailand.

Since 1967, on or around Hans Christian Andersen's birthday, 2 April, International Children's Book Day (ICBD) is celebrated to inspire a love of reading and to call attention to children's books.  Why not promote this day by donating one of the following books to your local library or school.  Perhaps your school would allow you to come and read some of these books to different classes.

North America:

How the Stars Fell into the Sky by Jerrie Oughton and Lisa Desimini 

Dear America Series

South America:

The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest by Lynne Cherry 

Senor Cat's Romance and Other Favorite Stories from Latin America by Lucia M. Gonzalez 

Africa:

Wangari's Trees of Peace: A True Story from Africa by Jeanette Winter  
Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain by Verna Aardema  

Europe:

Grimms Fairy Tales & Stories from Hans Christian Anderson

Asia:

The song of Pulaw Author - E.B. Maranan Illustrator - Sandra Torrijos

Just So Stories: for Little Children (Oxford World's Classics) by Rudyard Kipling 

Australia/New Zealand:

Big Rain Coming by Katrina Germein, illustrated by Bronwyn Bancroft

Sydney and the sea monster by written and illustrated by David Elliot

Antarctica:
Antarctic Antics: A Book of Penguin Poems by Judy Sierra, illustrated by Jose Aruego and Ariane Dewey

Antartica by Roger Kirkwood (Author)

For more great book titles go to http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
Happy International Children’s Book Day to all, no matter what continent you call home!

Spring Traditions around the World:

While Pagans and Wiccans are celebrating Ostara, and Christians are observing Easter, it's important to remember that the dawning of spring has been observed for a long time in many other cultures as well. Traditions vary widely from one country to the next. Here are some ways that residents of different parts of the world observe the season.

Egypt:

The Festival of Isis was held in ancient Egypt as a celebration of spring and rebirth. Isis features prominently in the story of the resurrection of her lover, Osiris. Although Isis' major festival was held in the fall, folklorist Sir James Frazer says in The Golden Bough that "We are told that the Egyptians held a festival of Isis at the time when the Nile began to rise… the goddess was then mourning for the lost Osiris, and the tears which dropped from her eyes swelled the impetuous tide of the river."

Iran:

In Iran, the festival of No Ruz begins shortly before the vernal equinox. The phrase "No Ruz" actually means "new day," and this is a time of hope and rebirth. Typically, a lot of cleaning is done, old broken items are repaired, homes are repainted, and fresh flowers are gathered and displayed indoors. The Iranian New Year begins on the day of the equinox, and typically people celebrate by getting outside for a picnic or other activity with their loved ones. No Ruz is deeply rooted in the beliefs of Zoroastrianism, which was the predominant religion in ancient Persia before Islam came along.

Russia:

In Russia, the celebration of Maslenitsa is observed as a time of the return of light and warmth. This folk festival is celebrated about seven weeks before Easter. During the Lent season, meat and fish and dairy products are prohibited. Maslentisa is the last chance anyone will get to enjoy those items for a while, so it's typically a big festival held before the somber, introspective time of Lent. A straw effigy of the Lady of Maslenitsa, is burned in a bonfire. Leftover pancakes and blintzes are tossed in as well, and when the fire has burned away, the ashes are spread in the fields to fertilize the year's crops.

Easter Around the World

In many parts of Europe, huge bonfires are lighted on hilltops and in churchyards on Easter Eve. They are sometimes called Judas fires, because effigies of Judas Iscariot are frequently burned in them. The Easter bonfires predate Christianity and were originally intended to celebrate the arrival of spring. The burning effigy once symbolized winter.

England:

Easter is celebrated by exchange of Easter Eggs and other nifty gifts. Gift range may vary from anything between money, clothes, and chocolate or go on holidays together. Some people make Easter bonnets or baskets, which have things like daffodils in them or

mini eggs. Children sometimes go to a local community center to enter an Easter bonnet competition to see whose bonnet is the best and the winner gets an Easter egg.

The Easter bunny is very much a part of the Easter tradition in England. The shops are filled with thousands that people buy to give to each other. The Easter bunny 'hides' the eggs in the houses and children on Easter Sunday search to find these treats.

Hot-cross buns are popular foods on Good Friday. These are sweet fruit buns with crosses on top. Some people still make these with yeast, but shops now sell dozens in the week before Easter.

France:

The French call it Paques. The main celebration sets off on Good Friday with a solemn note. Church bells do not ring for three days starting from Good Friday till the Easter Sunday. This is a token of mourning for the crucified Christ. Early on Easter morning the children rush into the garden to watch the bells "Fly back from Rome". As the small folk scan the sky for a glimpse of the returning bells their elders hide chocolate eggs.

Italy:

Italians call it La Pasqua. The Easter is celebrated with a real big feast in this Mediterranean country. The Paschal feast is celebrated with Agnellino, Italy's special popular dish for the Easter. This is a roasted baby lamb. Children enjoy rich bread made especially for the Easter. It is shaped like a crown and studded with colored Easter egg candies.

Germany:

The German call it Ostern, possibly by the name of the Anglo Saxon goddess of spring, Eostre. School children have about three weeks holiday at Easter. No one works on Good Friday, Easter Saturday and Easter Sunday. Many people eat fish on Good Friday and on Easter Saturday evening there is often a big Easter bonfire. This is very popular and lots of people gather to watch. These Easter fires are burnt as symbols of the end of the winter and any bad feelings.

On Easter Sunday families have nice breakfasts together. Parents then hide Easter baskets with sweets, eggs and small presents. Hand-painted eggs decorated with traditional designs are exchanged among friends. Earlier, it was customary in many regions for the village girls to present their suitors with a red egg.   Many eat fish on Good Friday.

Sweden:

The Swedish call it Påskdagen. Throughout the country the egg, symbol of life and resurrection, is featured in all Easter food and Easter games. Every household has egg-coloring parties. Egg rolling contests are the favorite Easter activity of younger boys and girls.  Palm Sunday is observed with palm fronds. The Easter Eve is celebrated with bonfires. Shooting of fireworks lives on as the tradition.

Mexico:

Easter celebration in Mexico is held as a combination of two separate big observances - Semana Santa and Pascua. The former means the whole of the Holy Week - Palm Sunday to Easter Saturday. And the Pascua is the observance for the period from the Resurrection Sunday to the following Saturday.

For most Mexicans, this two-week period is the time for a great vacation. People enjoy this time with the community of their choice.

Semana Santa celebrates the last days of the Christ's life. Pascua is the celebration of the Christ's Resurrection. It is also the release from the sacrifices of Lent.

In many communities, the full Passion Play is enacted from the Last Supper, the Betrayal, the Judgement, the Procession of the 12 Stations of the Cross, the Crucifixion and, finally, the Resurrection. In some communities, real crucifixion is included. The enactments are often nicely staged, costumed and acted, with participants preparing for their roles for nearly the full year leading up to Semana Santa.

Australia:

Australia is a wonderful country with people from different parts of the world. So, Easter is celebrated in a variety of ways.

The main day of celebration of families of Anglo-Irish backgrounds is Easter Sunday. Some people go to church services and have hot cross buns for breakfast.  Children exchange Easter eggs, which are usually made of chocolate. 

In recent years Easter bilbies have also been made. The bilby is a native animal in Australia. It is an endangered species. Chocolate manufacturers decided to make Easter bilbies and give some of their profits to help protect these animals from extinction. Children don't worry about the shape. They just love the chocolate!

Many families arrange for an Easter hunt in their homes or gardens to see who can find the most eggs on Easter Sunday morning. They then share a meal with their relatives. Traditionally this has consisted of roast lamb, beef or chicken with roasted vegetables like potatoes, carrots, and pumpkin

Africa:

In Africa, Easter is celebrated as a main function of the Christian communities. In the Easter Vigil hundreds of people assemble in the church building.

In most parish churches the Easter Vigil is anticipated, because there are no lights, usually beginning at 3pm and finishing at dark, around 6pm.

The church is decorated by Vitenge and Kanga, clothes made up in the form of butterflies, flowers, banana trees etc.

Christian hymns are accompanied by the beating of drums and Kigelegele, the high-pitched sounds made by women.

After the Mass, traditional dances are held outside of the church. Then people return home to continue their celebrations with local food and drinks.

In some parishes the people remain around the church after Mass and sit in their small Christian communities to continue the celebration of eating and drinking, as ceremonial dances and entertainments continue around them.

In Africa, Easter has a social dimension as well as a spiritual one. At Easter families come together. They share special food with Christians and non-Christians indulging in boiled or roasted rice with meat or chicken.

Meat being very scarce and expensive in Africa, the laws of abstinence (not eating meat) does not hold good.

Passover around the World

The Seder Plate

Italy, Sicily and Morocco:

The Seder plate is brought to the Seder table with great ceremony. It would be covered with a beautiful scarf and the family would sing as the plate arrived at the table. Before it was set down, the Seder plate would be placed on a child's head and then rotated for everyone to see.

Tunisia, Sicily and Sardinia:

As the plate arrives at the table, the Seder leader sets it on the head of the Seder leader. The plate is then passed from person to person around the table – held for a moment on each head by a family member. The Seder begins in this manner to demonstrate that we were once slaves in Egypt and carried heavy burdens on our heads.

Italy:

The Ten Plagues  -As each plague is said aloud, the Seder leader would pour a little bit of wine from his cup into a tin can. When all the plagues have been repeated, the matriarch of the family would take the tin can out into the farthest part of the yard, pour the wine into the ground and say in a loud whisper, "May this go to all of our enemies and haters. May they create no suffering for us or for themselves. Amen!" Those at the table remain very quiet, so that the loud whisper can be heard. In Greece this same ceremony is done with vinegar poured into a can as each plague is said.

Spain:

Seder Dress – It is traditional for everyone to wear white to the Seder.   In Spanish homes, the leader will always dress in a white caftan or robe, even if the guests do not. It is also a custom to have a crown present and to select someone as "Pharaoh." The Pharaoh wears the crown and during the singing of Dayenu and the "whipping" with the onions, the Pharaoh moves from table to table, supervising the whipping!

Linda Smolen – GFWC-JM International Affairs Chair
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