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International Affairs March Report 

May the luck of the Irish be with you this month.[image: image3.png]


  This month celebrate St. Patrick’s Day by supporting your local parades.

This month brings us the first day of Spring.  What better place to buy yourself some new Spring shoes than at www.tomsshoes.com.  Nor only does this site have many great shoe styles but for every pair of shoes you buy they will donate a pair of shoes to a child.

[image: image4.png]&/ TAP PROJECT"




[image: image5.jpg]=)




What is the Tap Project?

In 2007, the Tap Project was born in New York City based on a simple concept: restaurants would ask their patrons to donate $1 or more for the tap water they usually enjoy for free, and all funds raised would support UNICEF’s efforts to bring clean and accessible water to millions of children around the world.

Growing from just 300 New York City restaurants in 2007 to over 2,300 across the country in 2008, the Tap Project has quickly grown into a national movement. Restaurants, corporations, volunteers, advertising agencies, community groups, local governments and everyday diners participated to save millions of children’s lives.

During World Water Week, March 22-28, 2009, the Tap Project will once again raise vital donations and awareness for UNICEF’s water and sanitation programs. For every dollar raised, a child will have clean drinking water for 40 days. All funds raised support UNICEF’s efforts to bring clean and accessible water to millions of children around the world.

Sunday, March 22nd in Battery Park, NY Project Tap will be holding it’s annual walk.  They are looking for people to volunteer on that day.  The hours are from 7 am to 2 pm.  If you are interested in helping out on this day please go to www.tapproject.org/volunteer.  Once on the site you must register and then click on Water Walk Volunteers.  This is a great way for your club to get together and help others.

National Women’s History Month

What better way to honor the great women who helped shape our history than by supporting a charity that gives self worth to girls whose countrymen don’t find this to be a priority. Help celebrate this great month by participating in Pennies for Peace. Start off by having your club read Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson.  This amazing true story now comes in a young adult version (suitable for grades 4 – 8) Three Cups of Tea One Man’s Journey to Change the World, One Child At A Time By Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin, and a Children's Version  Listen to the Wind The Story of Dr. Greg and Three Cups of Tea By Greg Mortenson and Susan L. Roth.  This book has been on the NY Times Best Seller list for over 101 weeks. 

What is the Power of a Penny?[image: image6.jpg]


 www.penniesforpeace.org
The penny, 1% of a dollar, is symbolic of the '1% of Gross Domestic Product' goal set by the United Nations. The goal was for wealthy countries to give foreign aid to impoverished nations each year.

Pennies for Peace teaches children the rewards of sharing and working together to bring hope and educational opportunities to children in Pakistan and Afghanistan. A penny in the United States is virtually worthless, but in Pakistan and Afghanistan a penny buys a pencil and opens the door to literacy.

The mission of Central Asia Institute (CAI) focuses on community-based education, especially for girls. A 5th grade education for girls improves not only the basic indices of health for her and her family, she will also spread the value of education within her community. Literacy, for both boys and girls, provides better economic opportunities in the future and neutralizes the power of despot mullahs and other extremist leaders.
Looking ahead. . . . .to April
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 Celebrate Pass on the Gift Month

This coming April is Pass on the Gift Month, a new Heifer tradition meant to bring together everyone who yearns for positive change in the world.

Host an event, join Team Heifer, share Heifer's mission with your friends and family - get creative and participate in your own way! Around the world in April, people of all cultures will celebrate Heifer's model of Passing on the Gift by sharing resources and opportunity.

Each day in April, visit www.heifer.org for exciting features, multimedia downloads and news updates.

Change your world. Pass on the Gift.

Linda Smolen  International@jerseyjuniors.com
