District Spelling Bee Welcome Introduction Sample A

“Good morning, I am [name, title] of the [Club name].  We are hosting this year’s District Spelling Bee. 

We are a non-profit organization of women whose primary focus is to serve our local communities.  There are [# ] members in our district and (#) Junior Women’s Clubs throughout the state of New Jersey.  Last year, our district volunteered [# ] hours and donated [ $ ] to our communities.

I would like to welcome everyone and congratulate all our contestants participating in today’s Bee. Please remember you are all winners!  It is important for you to feel proud of yourselves and pleased with your accomplishments so far.  

Please give a hand for all our winners!

To the parents, it is very important that if any questions regarding our procedures or decisions arise, please speak out immediately.  We would like to address the questions as they arise, for after the Bee is over, we are unable to make changes or corrections.  Also, please refrain from comments (ohhs and ahhs) during a contestant’s spelling of a word.”

[Introduce judges, pronouncer, and other special guests]
[Read the list of rules]
Ask the students if they would like a practice round.  If yes, have them spell their names, schools or towns. 

IMPORTANT! Explain the following to contestants:

· Tell them to speak loudly and clearly

· Emphasize the importance of SAY – SPELL – SAY

· Have the group shake their shoulders and take a deep breath

· Have the parents do the same—it gets everyone to laugh and relax. 

Announce that there will be three children going to the State-Level Spelling Bee to be held on [date] at [location].  Details will be available today after the event. 

Announce how your breaks will be structured and where the bathrooms are.  

“Good luck to all the contestants! Let’s begin!”

District Spelling Bee Welcome Introduction Sample B

Good morning, and welcome to the [District Name] Spelling Bee. 

I am [name, title] of the [Club name].  We are hosting this year’s District Spelling Bee. [Mention some projects or ways your District has contributed to the community].

Students competing in today’s bee are from [list schools]. These students have been selected for the opportunity to be here today.  They are the top spellers that this area has to offer.  We can be proud of each of them as they are all winners!  Please give them a hand to show our pride.

We would like to thank all the parents for coming today and supporting our Bee. We thank our principals and teachers as well for their participation.  [Thank other sponsors here if you had any donations or extra support from the Town and other individuals]. [Also, you may ask individuals you are thanking to stand if they are in attendance].  It has been all of your encouragement and support that has brought the children to the Bee today. 

[Thank the appropriate persons for use of the building]. 

[Recognize any business or prize donator that may have contributed to the prizes for the winners, or give your club credit]. 

[Introduce judges, pronouncer, and other special guests]
We will be selecting [#] finalists today, who will go on to compete at the State Spelling Bee competition. There will be [#] alternates.  

[Describe prizes]

All contestants have received a copy of the rules.  They are as follows: 

[Read the list of rules]

Copies of the rules are posted in the room should you need to refer to them.  At this time, I ask if any of the contestants have a question in regard to the rules. 

IMPORTANT! Explain the following to contestants:

· Tell them to speak loudly and clearly

· Emphasize the importance of SAY – SPELL – SAY

· Have the group shake their shoulders and take a deep breath

· Have the parents do the same—it gets everyone to laugh and relax.

If there are any questions about what you have heard versus the ruling of our judges, please raise your hand immediately.   We will try to resolve the problem immediately.  Once the next contestant has been given a word to spell, we cannot take questions from the floor. 

Also, please refrain from comments (ohhs and ahhs) during a contestant’s spelling of a word.

After each round, the contestants who have spelled incorrectly will leave their seats.  We urge them to join the audience. 

If you must leave, we ask that you do so only at break periods. Refreshments will be served at the end of the Bee. 

Good luck!

