JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP OUTLINE

Alex Ann Borkowski, Director of Junior Clubs 2010-2012
The Jersey Juniors have had the power to change lives and over the years we have created a history rich with accomplishments and friendships.  Jersey Juniors aim to continue this tradition of those who came before us by “Moving into the Future!”  The mission of the GFWC and NJSFWC will continue to encourage Cultural Enrichment, Civic Awareness, Federation Involvement, Leadership Training, and Club Administration and be dedicated to the Community Service Program areas (Arts, Conservation, Education, Home Life, International Outreach, & Public Issues).  Additionally the Junior Membership will play an important role in the following three main goals for this administration: 

GOALS: 

1. Utilize Technology to the best advantage of the Junior Membership in New Jersey: 

As computer usage has grown more advanced and more easily accessible, the Junior membership in New Jersey has become even more technologically savvy.   New Jersey Juniors will continue to increase New Jersey’s use of the internet to reach our membership in an immediate and cost effective manner with the following plan:

· “Paperless” Junior Membership department bulletins

· Encourage the development of club websites

· Continue to update, maintain and improve the JM website

· Utilize alternate meeting methods when appropriate

· Investigate and utilize internet social networking sites (such as FaceBook and LinkedIn)
The NJSFWC-JM is looking forward to being a more visible organization utilizing technology that will attract new members from a place where today’s young women spend much of their time – the internet!

2. Address the issues of Childhood Obesity and Nutrition 

As the 2010-2012 Special Director’s Project, this area will be a major focus of this administration.  The JM will focus on awareness by providing information and projects in this area such as:  
· Directing the clubs to some of the various initiatives already started in this area, such as Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move! Campaign, Jamie Oliver’s Jamie’s Food Revolution, and the NFL’s Play 60 program
· Concentrating on a few areas, such as a more nutritive lunch program, more movement opportunities in school, and encouraging good eating habits and exercise over less active entertainment at home.
· Encouraging clubs to initiate these programs in their local communities and in their own families.

It has been stated that our children have the potential to be the first generation with a shorter life span than their parents due to their poor eating habits and lack of exercise.  The Junior Membership in New Jersey is an amazing group of women and over the years our members have accomplished many extraordinary things and this area is just too important!
3. Support Advocates for Children/The Valerie Fund

Jersey Juniors’ history o f supporting children focused projects is strong.  We will continue to maintain our tradition of helping children around the state and will focus much of our attention to the support of our 2010-2012 Junior Membership State Project – The Valerie Fund.  The mission of The Valerie Fund is to provide support for the comprehensive health care of children with cancer and blood disorders.   Following are only some of the project areas that the Jersey Juniors will highlight for The Valerie Fund:
· Valerie Fund Centers provide daily services to between 200 to 500 patients each.  Suggested areas that Jersey Juniors can help are providing Activity Kits, Hats, Pillowcases, and New Toys/Trinkets for the Toy Box, as well as providing local “point people” that could be called upon so that rides or meals could be provided in specific situations
· Holiday Parties: each Center hosts an annual Holiday Party for their patients, siblings and parents/caregivers.  These parties offer dinner, visits with Santa, music, activities, and a huge gift bag for each patient and his/her siblings selected especially for them based on their wishes and needs.  Suggestions for participation include assisting with decorations for the party, helping out at the party, and donating new toys/items for children from infancy to age 21.

· Camp Happy Times projects:  each year, Camp Happy Times hosts 200 children who are living with cancer or have beaten cancer to come together for a free, one week overnight camping experience.  Donations are needed for specific items, as well as helping them carry out whatever theme the camp will be operating with that year.  In 2010, the theme was Superheroes – who may show up?

· Annual Valerie Fund Walk/Run:  in addition to the support children and families get at The Valerie Fund Centers themselves, they are buoyed by the support of community members who come out to participate in the Walk/Run each year.  Clubs may wish to join patient teams from their area to show support for families right in their own communities or form their own teams to participate.
· Days of Hope & Healing:  this online program gives individuals/clubs an innovative way to underwrite the actual cost of a day, week, or month of services for a Valerie Fund Center.  Donors sponsor a time period and can post a message for all to see – a link can be sent to family members and friends notifying them of this special support, and the calendar is viewable for the entire year.

Three Main Goals, One State, but Together, Jersey Juniors are “Moving into the Future”!
