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GFWC Juniorettes - Who, What, Where, Why, and How?

These are the questions asked when GFWC Juniorette clubs are highlighted and discussed. Too many of our members are not familiar with the Juniorette membership category.  Here are some concise answers and a challenge to every state and club within GFWC. 

THE WHO - The General Federation of Women’s Clubs Juniorette membership category is made up of girls between the ages of twelve and eighteen.  The best recruits are girls that show a desire to help within their communities and enjoy being a part of an organized team.  As you start the task of recruiting members for the club don’t forget to look at your family and friends.  Juniorettes may be daughters, granddaughters, or even great-granddaughters of GFWC members.  What a GFWC legacy that would be. 

THE WHAT - GFWC Juniorettes are federated clubs within the state organizations.  They are sponsored, mentored and supervised by either a federated Junior or General club. They hold the same standards as other clubs with By-Laws, officers and perform projects within the six GFWC Departments and Special Committees.  GFWC Juniorette dues are currently $18.00 They receive all materials and mailings as other GFWC clubs and participate in district, state, region, and international functions. 

THE WHERE – Federated GFWC Juniorette clubs can be in any state, even if there are not any currently, new clubs are always welcome. The Juniorette clubs may be formed in association with a school setting or as a civic club, within the community. 

THE WHY – GFWC Juniorette clubs are a key element in the future and strength of federated women’s clubs.  Historically, when a person volunteers as a youngster they are more likely to continue volunteering throughout their life. Juniorette clubs provide young girls the opportunity to work as a group to learn and develop personal skills, such as how to organize, speak to a group, to conduct meetings, and a multitude of leadership attributes.  As a sponsoring club the opportunity to expand your own membership base and the knowledge of GFWC is very beneficial.  The personal satisfaction of both the Juniorette girls and Club mentors/advisors is invaluable. 

THE HOW – For a GFWC club to sponsor a Juniorette club step one is to show a desire and commitment to working with our youth to develop good leadership skills and a strong sense of volunteerism. Two is to purchase the GFWC Juniorette Handbook, available through the GFWC Marketplace.  This $5.00 manual provides step by step information of the development of a new club. It includes but not limited to Club Building Basics, Advise for Advisors, Bylaws, suggested activities and Top Ten Reasons to be a Juniorette.  It is key to have a committee of members to work together so the success of the Juniorette club doesn’t depend on only one member of the sponsoring club. Three is the important decision of selecting an age group, either middle school age or high school age.  From a starting point choosing a smaller age spread group will create a more closely knit group, not only considering age differences between a 12 year old girl and a 17 year old girl but the social differences and service focus will not be the same. The younger group will need to have pre-planned activities and focus more on personal growth.  The older girls, being more mobile will have a wider view of projects within their community and be more capable of self-leadership.  Four is to decide, based on the community and club resources, as to whether the club should be centered in a school setting or as a civic club, within the community.  Having the support and continuity of the school has proven to be a very positive component. The new Juniorette club will need direct guidance and support to get started and as it continues to grow but the work will be well worth the effort as the sponsoring club, the Juniorettes and the COMMUNITY reap the rewards. 

Now you know the details, the challenge to states and clubs is for you to provide an opportunity for the young girls in your community to live and love the volunteer life through GFWC. YOU CAN DO IT!
