SAVING THE PALISADES – 2009

A CALL FOR HELP


The reputation of the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs for “saving the Palisades” led to a call for help recently from the Coalition to Preserve the Palisade Cliffs.  We are requesting YOUR help by writing letters to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection asking them to apply their existing “steep slopes” restrictions to the North Bergen application.  We are also asking your help in circulating petitions to be submitted to NJDEP.  Since May is National Preservation Month, the effort couldn’t be more timely!

Background

Last September, the North Bergen Planning Board approved a proposal to develop a piece of land along River Road running alongside the Palisades cliffs for a Walgreen’s, a Bank of America, and a Starbucks.  The Hudson County Planning Board recently became involved, saying the project needs county approval as well because it is on River Road, a county road.

The Hudson County Planning Board can deny the application based on the Hudson County Master Plan, the Hudson County Land Development Regulations, or the State Water Quality Management Planning Rules, which state that “steep slopes” greater than 20 percent should not be built on because of water run-off, safety, and preservation issues.

North Bergen officials contend that the developers do not need county approval for municipal projects, just on work related to county-owned roads and drainage.  
Strong public support for preserving the Palisades Cliffs is needed to reinforce those individuals at the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) and the Hudson County Planning Board who will be pressured by the developer and local politicians to support the development.  Local residents have been joined by the local Sierra Club chapter and the NY/NJ Baykeepers, both environmental organizations.  But they feel that no Palisades Cliffs preservation battle can happen without the Federation’s involvement, given its history.  (The section of the Palisades cliffs which is the subject of this effort is located south of the portion of the cliffs protected by the legislation the NJSFWC fought so hard to secure over 100 years ago.) 
President Redlus and others demonstrated the Federation’s support by attending a meeting of the Hudson County Planning Board in March 2009.  Deen Meloro, NJSFWC Past President, represented the Federation in joining Coalition representatives at an Earth Day Celebration at Liberty State Park on April 18th.  Roxanne Douglas, NJSFWC  Program Assistance Chairman, also joined the festivities and helped secure over 869 signatures on petitions to NJDEP and on 125 letters to the Hudson County Board of Freeholders.

President Redlus and Shirley Gillette, NJSFWC Legislation/Resolutions Chairman, have been working with a representative of the Coalition to Preserve the Palisades Cliffs to determine what course of action will be most effective. This is the first step. 
The North Bergen Project

· The current developer proposes to remove 700 cubic feet of soil and rock from the Palisades Cliffs in order to build three separate buildings, totalling 20,752 square feet, with 107 parking spaces.  The site would house a Walgreens, a Starbucks, and a Bank of America.
· The North Bergen project has to be approved by the Hudson County Planning Board because it abuts a county road.  More than 70 percent of the property involves “steep slopes” which are protected from disturbance by NJ Department of Environmental Protection regulations as well as a Hudson County ordinance.
· NJDEP regulations prohibit disturbances on slopes that are greater than a 20 percent grade.  Development on steep slopes can affect “safety, water quality and quantity, the environmental integrity of our landscapes, or all of the above,” according to the regulations.
· Hudson County and several of their townships, like North Bergen, have Wastewater Management Plans, Storm Water Management Plans and N.J. Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NJPDES) permits which bind them to NJDEP’s Water Quality Management Planning rules.
Saving the Palisades – Highlights

· The New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs has a long history of “saving the Palisades,” dating back to 1896.  At that time, New Jersey Governor Voorhees had said, “Ladies this is a hopeless task.  I have tried for ten years to find a way to save the Palisades; it cannot be done.”  In the end, the women did get the job done and won the fight and on April 4, 1900, the Palisades bill was passed by the New Jersey Legislature thus protecting the Palisades
· In the 19th century, the Palisades Cliffs were subject to widespread quarrying for railroad ballast and New York City construction work.  Local efforts led by the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs stopped the quarrying and preserved the Cliffs.
· In 1900, landmark legislation by both New York and New Jersey laid the groundwork for a bi-state commission that ultimately came to supervise Palisades Interstate Park. With its 300-foot cliffs (peak height is 500-plus feet) towering above the Hudson River, the park is one of the most beautiful and spectacular in the region.
· In 1983, the Secretary of the Interior designated 13 miles of the Palisades - from Fort Lee north to Sparkill, NY - a National Natural Landmark in recognition of its geological significance.
The Palisades Cliffs
· The Cliffs stretch from Jersey City, NJ approximately 20 miles north to near Nyack, NY.
· The Cliffs rise vertically near the edge of the Hudson River ranging from 350 feet to 550 feet and are approximately 300 feet thick in sections.  They were probably originally 1,000 ft. high, or 2-3 times as high as they are today.
· The Palisades, rising vertically from close to the water’s edge, are the margin of a diabase sill, formed by the intrusion of molten material, which hardened into a great sheet.  Slow cooling developed the columnar structure; uplift and faulting occurred, it is believed, at the close of the Triassic period, and centuries of erosion exposed the cliffs. 
· Without the protection of the Palisades Interstate Parks Commission, the Palisades Cliffs south of the George Washington Bridge was left to development in all shapes and sizes.  Many high rise apartment towers were built on top of the cliffs, but in recent years, developers have cut into the 200 million year old Palisades Cliffs to build their vision of the future.
LETTER TEMPLATE

Tips:  Use the attached Letter Template as a guide in creating your own club or individual letter.  A letter in your own words is always most effective.  Keep your letter short.  

Be sure it contains the necessary information as well as clearly specifying the action you are requesting.  If your letter is a club letter, be sure to use club stationery and specify the number of members the letter represents.
Hearings are being held and decisions are being made so it is important that you send your letters as soon as possible.  
Be sure to send individual letters separately to the two addressees. The mailing addresses for the two copies are as follows:


Lawrence J. Baier, Director


Division of Watershed Management


New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

P.O. Box 418
Trenton, NJ 08625-0418


Clay Sherman


Division of Watershed Management


New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection


P.O. Box 418


Trenton, NJ  08618-0418 

Please report to Shirley Gillette how many letters your club was able to send and when they were sent.  

PETITION

Since May is National Preservation Month, we are providing the attached petition form which may be used to secure support for NJSFWC’s efforts toward “Saving the Palisades” once again.  We hope that all the members of your club will want to indicate their support by signing the petition.  Members are also encouraged to give friends and neighbors the opportunity to support this very worthy cause by adding their names to the petition. Take copies of the petition with you to community events or gathering places where it might be possible to secure signatures and support.

It is important that the decision-makers understand that “Saving the Palisades” is more than just a a local issue in Bergen and Hudson counties.   The Palisades cliffs are a unique and critical environmental resource which must be protected from further disturbance and development.

Please secure as many signatures as you can and submit the completed petition forms postmarked by June 3, 2009 to:


Shirley B. Gillette, Chairman


NJSFWC Legislation/Resolutions Committee


55 Labor Center Way


New Brunswick, NJ  08901-1593

(Please feel free to make as many copies of the form as you need.

You may want to consider duplicating it onto a nice green paper stock

to draw attention and to emphasize the environmental nature of  the project.)

If you have any questions or need additional information, please call Shirley Gillette at 908-852-7108 or send her a message at sbgillette@aol.com.      
Date

Nancy Wittenberg

Assistant Commissioner, Environmental Regulation

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ  08625-0402

Scott Brubaker

Assistant Commissioner, Land Use Regulation Program

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ  08625-0402


Re:  
Consistency Determination



AVAK Properties, LLC, 

7301 River Road,  North Bergen, N.J.



Block #316, Lots #10, 11, 12.01, & 12.02

Dear Assistant Commissioners Wittenberg and Brubaker:

The New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs has a long history of working to preserve the Palisades cliffs, dating back to 1896.  It has come to our attention that the Palisades cliffs in Hudson and Bergen counties are under threat of imminent development, and we are prepared to continue our interest and long-standing opposition to the development of the Palisades cliffs.

It is our understanding that NJDEP’s Water Quality Management Planning rules clearly restrict development and disturbance of “steep slopes.”  Moreover, both the County of Hudson and several of their townships, like North Bergen, have Wastewater Management Plans, Storm water Management Plans and N.J. Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NJPDES) permits which bind them to NJDEP’s WQMP rules.  Both Hudson County and the townships must be required to comply with the Water Quality Management Planning rules and enforce “steep slope” restrictions.

Should the NJDEP find any proposed development “inconsistent” with WQMP rules, they should not allow permits to be issued. 

The Palisades Cliffs are a unique and critical environmental resource which should be protected from further disturbance and development.  Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Name

Member of the Woman’s Club of ____________ or
____(office title)____ of the Woman’s Club of ______________

cc:
Lawrence J.  Baier, Director, Division of Watershed Management


Clay Sherman, Division of Watershed Management
PETITION TO PROTECT THE PALISADES CLIFFS
TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (NJDEP):

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, URGE NJDEP TO ENFORCE THE EXISTING “STEEP SLOPE” RESTRICTIONS TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT THE HISTORIC PALISADES CLIFFS FROM DEVELOPMENTS THAT WOULD DESTROY THE CLIFFS OR ENDANGER SURROUNDING AREAS.
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New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs

55 Labor Center Way, New Brunswick, NJ  08901-1593

SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE – Saving the Palisades

May 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
         For additional information, please contact:







Name of Communications Chairman:







Address:







Phone:







Email:

LOCAL CLUB OBSERVES NATIONAL PRESERVATION MONTH BY JOINING EFFORT TO SAVE THE PALISADES CLIFFS

YOUR CITY/STATE, DATE OF RELEASE…The GFWC Woman’s Club of __________________________ is observing National Preservation Month in May by joining with other clubs of the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs (NJSFWC) to save the Palisades cliffs from further disturbance and development.  

Club members are writing letters to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection asking them to protect and preserve the Palisades Cliffs from proposed development by enforcing the existing “steep slope” restrictions. The regulations prohibit disturbances on slopes that are greater than a 20 percent grade, which can affect safety, water quality and quantity, the environmental integrity of the landscape or all of the above.

The club is also circulating petitions in support of the enforcement of “steep slopes” restrictions to protect and preserve the Palisades cliffs.  Members of the community are invited to add their signatures to the petitions.  You may contact ______(name)_________________ at  ____(phone)________  for information.
The New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs has a long history of “saving the Palisades,” dating back to 1896.  At that time, New Jersey Governor Voorhees had said, “Ladies this is a hopeless task.  I have tried for ten years to find a way to save the Palisades; it cannot be done.”  In the end, the women did get the job done and won the fight and on April 4, 1900, the Palisades bill was passed by the New Jersey Legislature thus protecting the Palisades cliffs north of the George Washington Bridge.

The section of the Palisades cliffs which is the subject of this effort is located south of the portion of the cliffs protected by the legislation the NJSFWC fought so hard to secure over 100 years ago.

NJSFWC is part of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, the oldest and largest nonpartisan, nondenominational women’s volunteer service organization in the world.  Opportunities are provided to women in education, leadership training and community service through participation in local clubs, enabling members to make a difference in the lives of others, one project at a time.

For information about the club or any club projects, please contact _____________ at __________________.  To learn about the NJSFWC, visit the Federation website at www.njsfwc.org or call (732)249-5474/5485.  For more information on the GFWC, call (202) 347-3168 or visit the website at www.gfwc.org. 
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