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Foster and Adoptive Family Services FAFS) is a state-wide non-profit organization.   Their goal is to meet the needs of foster and adoptive families and also try to improve foster care services. There are approximately 10,000 children in foster care.  FAFS provides services to help more than 5,600 families who care for these children.  They receive no state or federal funding to support their programs.  This is where the Juniors can partner-up with FAFS to make a difference in the lives of children and the families.  

For example,  Juniors could support their BackPack Program – where as you would fill a backpack with pajamas, toothbrushes, and even school supplies.  The Backpack would replace the black garbage bag that is used when a child is removed from their home.  Just imagine when you were five years old and there was that certain stuffed animal, blanket or whatever made you feel cozy and safe, was suddenly tossed into a black trash bag and you were whisked away by a stranger.  To a child coming into foster care, the backpack filled with the special gifts from us to him/her, is a comfort and a message that other people care. It makes their removal from their home a little less traumatic. Their belongings deserve to be handled with dignity, not treated as trash.

Other ways clubs can help are:  Financial support to their Fostering Wishes for Children,

Holiday Toy Drive, Camp Scholarships, Bedtime For Children in Care.

Bedtime For Children in Care –  is a program to promote literacy for children in care by providing gift bags that contain pajamas, slippers, and new books for bedtime reading.  Unlike the BackPack Program which is given when the child is being removed from his/her home, this program is for children already in foster care.  Bedtime for Children in Care bags will be distributed at recreational events.  The Juniors can help out by collecting items for the bags and then assemble them for distribution.  

JOIN US as we Walk:

Our State Project, Foster and Adoptive Family Services (FAFS) will be holding their annual 

Walk-Me-Home walk-a-thon on Sunday, October 19, 2008; registration is at 12:00 p.m.  Walk begins at 1:30 p.m.  It’s a three mile walk at Buccleuch Park, 321 Easton Ave., in New Brunswick the weekend after our State Fall conference.  The walk is to celebrate children in foster care and the foster/adoptive families who serve them and to raise funds for programs provided by FAFS.

To register for this Walk, go to the FAFS website http://fafsonline.org and click on the 

Walk-Me-Home link, then select “Join a Team” then Search and pick Jersey Juniors NJSFWC-JM (our team name).  You have to register and then pay on-line.  

This is a great opportunity for the Juniors to support FAFS with the largest walk in the nation  for foster children and foster care.  If anyone is interested in volunteering with registration or helping out with the water stations, please let me know.  Thank you in advance for your support.

You’re Invited:

The Junior Woman’s Club of Rutherford is hosting a Beefsteak Dinner that will benefit Foster and Adoptive Family Services (FAFS) on Thursday, September 25th at 7:30 p.m.

$40 pp.   More information on this fun evening, please contact Laura O’Connor at lauraann37@aol.com.  Way to go Rutherford!

In Junior Spirit, 

Carol Frisby

State Project Chair

carolafrisby@netscape.net
Remember to use every event as a membership event.  

Have your clubs information available for potential members to take 

and make sure you get their contact information!.

