 EDUCATION COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM SUPPLEMENT 2010-2012 
Presidential Emphasis Area 
NEA's Read Across America is an annual reading motivation and awareness program that calls for every child in every community to celebrate reading on March 2, the birthday of beloved children's author Dr. Seuss. NEA's Read Across America also provides NEA members, parents, caregivers, and children the resources and activities they need to keep reading on the calendar 365 days a year. 

Become a member of NEA’s Read Across America. Visit www.nea.org/readacross for information. 

Read your favorite Dr. Seuss book in local schools or public libraries to children on March 2. 

Education in the Community Program 
ESO (Epsilon Sigma Omicron) Participate in ESO (Epsilon Sigma Omicron) – the purpose of ESO is to promote a commitment to lifelong learning and improvement through reading. 

o Become a member by sending your name, address, name of club and district, together with a check for $2.00 made payable to NJSFWC earmarked ESO and mail to ESO Chairman Ginny Huresky 216 Boulevard, Pompton Plains, NJ 07444 - (973) 835-4114 ginnyhuresky@yahoo.com, 

o Purchase an ESO Reading List from NJSFWC Headquarters for $2.00 which contains the procedural guidelines. 

o Write a brief report on each book read and submit the reports for each 20 books read. 

Book Clubs 
o Form a book and/or tape exchange program in your club. 

o Form reading groups to study and discuss books proposed by members. 

o Listen to unabridged versions of books on tape. 

o Organize a book discussion group at the library. 

Libraries 
o Bring and read library books to shut-ins or nursing home residents. 

o Build or expand an existing library at a nursing home, shelter or local laundromat. 

o Sponsor a summer reading program or conduct story hour at a local library for children. Record children’s books on tape. Donate the tape and the book to public or school libraries. 

o Observe and support National Children’s Book Week in November and/or National Library Week in April. 

o Conduct a book drive for your local library or an area library in need. Set up a Wish Tree listing the cost and the book titles the library is requesting. 

o Join Friends of Libraries USA – by contacting www.folusa.com and/or join your local library association. 

o Develop a “Books for Babies” Program – Prepare a kit containing a child’s first reading book, brochures on reading tips, baby’s first library card, a bib, etc. Present these kits to new parents. For more information, visit www.folusa.com. 

o Donate a book to the local public or school library in memory of or to honor a club member. 

Sponsor Educate the Educators. This initiative helps K-12 educators understand children with biologically based mental illnesses. The program was developed by NAMI-NJ (National Alliance on Mental Illness), a state-wide nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the lives of individuals and their families who are affected by mental illness. NAMI-NJ is registered as a Provider of Continuing Education Credits (CEUS). Contact Sylvia Axelrod, Executive Director of NAMI-NJ at (732) 940-0991. Visit www.naminj.org. 

Scholarships and Awards 
o Contact your local high school guidance counselor for information on how your club can award a scholarship to a graduating senior. Coordinate with other local service organizations to give a joint four year college scholarship. 

o Provide a scholarship to a woman returning to school. 

o Investigate the Talbots Women’s Scholarship Fund, a fund solely for women. Call 781-749-7600 or contact Talbots Corporation Headquarters, 1Talbots Drive, Hingham, MA 02043 or visit www.talbots.com/about/scholar/scholar.asp. The foundation awards (6) $10,000 scholarships and (60) $1000 scholarships. 

o Recognize the “Most Improved” Middle School Students with an award or Savings Bond 

Contact the local school to coordinate the award presentation at the end of the year awards ceremonies. 

o Recognize the high school, middle school and/or elementary school students who were placed on the Honor Roll with an award. 

NJSFWC Women of Achievement Awards 
o Nominate a club member or any woman in the community who has contributed significantly through professional/personal accomplishments, activities, qualities and achievements on a local, state, national or worldwide level. The Nomination form will be in the ALMANAC. The deadline for nominations December 10th. 

o Attend the Women of Achievement Awards at the NJSFWC Convention in May. 

o Have clubs and individual members become a patron by providing monetary support to the Continuing Education Scholarship which is presented to Douglass Residential College as part of the Women of Achievement Awards. 

Focus on Literacy Program 
Adult Literacy 
Invite a representative from a local literacy or an English as a Second Language (ESL) group to speak at a club or community event to explain their program. 

Encourage club and other community members to become tutors. Contact Literacy Volunteers of New Jersey at www.lvnj.org or call 1-908-203-4582 

Partner with local literacy volunteers in their fund-raising activities (i.e., wrap books at the local book store). 

Youth Literacy 
Books from the Heart Adopt-A-School Program- Clubs can also be paired with under-resourced schools that need books around the country. Visit www.heartofamerica.org or Heart of America Foundation, 401 F Street NW, Washington, DC 20001 or phone (202) 347-6278 for more information. 

Read books to children from the community at a special club meeting/event and then present them with a gift of a book. 

Support the collection and distribution of books to schools, libraries, literacy centers, etc. Visit READING IS FUNDAMENTAL at www.rif.org for ideas and suggestions. 

Adopt a classroom in a local school and have a club member volunteer to read to the class once a month, in conjunction with the teacher’s agenda. 

Investigate Teen Read Week, an American Library Association initiative aimed at teens, observed annually the third week of October. Events can be held at public and school libraries and at bookstores across the country. Visit www.ala.org for more information. 

Develop a program that challenges students to read a designated number of books within a given time period. Present awards to students who achieve the goals. 

Sponsor a Read-a-thon for children or D.E.A.R program (Drop Everything And Read on April 12th) in your local library or school. 

Encourage children to join the PBS KIDS The Great Word Quest - a series of online literacy games to strengthen critical reading skills, including phonics, vocabulary, and comprehension. http://support.weta.org/site/R?i=Td_S-0u3jDGucJ7-Sspseg. 

Review the 2010-2012 GFWC Club Manual -- Education Section for additional project ideas and resources.
